Easy open screen door latch for the Born Free

I’'m just passing along this information and somaupies | took of my installation, the
credit goes to Bruno Panek from Chicago (Born ereeer) who found this installation
on the internethttp://rvtravel.com/blog/rvnow/2007/02/screen-deasy-open-latch.html

and showed his installation to me at Catalina Jatd in Arizona in February 2009.

I thought it was such a good idea | thought | wowtde it up and post it on the Leap’n
Lions forum. The total cost is about $1.00 for skeinless steel bicycle spoke. The spoke
| used is about 10 inches long. Some of the piesrane the others from the article.

Drill one hole in the latch handle (3/32” bit) bginareful to allow room for the retaining
latch to be able to grab the release handle, thémdother hole at the top of the plastic
door slide stop/handle. (Note: do not drill a hiol¢he sliding cover, but the cover
stop/handle as pictured below).



Choose where you will drill the holes before youitdd@ here are two considerations here.

First you must make sure the spoke will not interfgith the retaining latch on the main
door.
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I had to reposition my catch on the door about&zhe left to give me enough clearance.



Insert the spoke so the button will be facing thesime of the coach.

You will have to flex the spoke a little in orderfeed the threaded end up through the
hole in the plastic door slide stop/handle. Theédsetay to do it is to remove the
stop/handle (only two retaining screws) and feedsgpoke up through the hole and then
replace the handle. This way you don't permandrghd the spoke out of shape.
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Screw the retaining nut back on the spoke and rmwcgn open your screen door
without having to slide the plastic door back. Justh down on the retaining nut and the
door opens. The spring action of the latch keepsfoke in place. Since the spokes are
stainless steel, they resist rust and look goodmisce sliding that plastic door out of the
way just so you can reach the latch - one fingatligou need. (Put a drop of Loctite on
the spoke thread to keep vibration from unscrewhegnipple/nut.)
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Note the “V” shaped notch filed in the sliding flasover for spoke clearance. | used a
small triangle file to cut the notch.
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Here is an additional close-up picture.
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